
Meeting Summary 
September 25, 2013 

Council members present: 

Carlo Colella, Vice President for Administration and Finance (Chair) 
Linda Clement, Vice President for Student Affairs  
Steve Fetter, Associate Provost  
John Farley, Assistant Vice President for Administration and Finance  
Ann Tonggarwee, Assistant to President  
Scott Lupin, Associate Director, Environmental Safety, and Director, Office of Sustainability  
Susan Corry, Energy Conservation Manager, Facilities Management  
Bryan Quinn, Director of Technical Operation, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering  
Jay Elvove, Manager, OIT 
Eric Wachsman, Professor, Materials Science and Engineering, and Director, Energy Research Center 
Carol Rogers, Professor, Journalism  
David Lovell, Associate Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Margaret McFarland, Director, Colvin Institute of Real Estate Development 
Art Perez, Undergraduate Student, Landscape Architecture 
Scott Tjaden, Graduate Student, Environmental Science and Technology 

Guests:  Gerrit Knapp, Director, National Center for Smart Growth 
Ori Gutin, Director of Sustainability, Student Government Association 

Meeting start time: 2:00 pm 

Meeting Highlights 

Carlo Colella introduced himself to the Council and members introduced themselves.  Scott Lupin 
reminded everyone of the Council’s mission and values. 

State of Maryland Climate Action Plan 

Sally DeLeon and Mark Stewart from the Office of Sustainability led a presentation about the state of 
Maryland Climate Action Plan (see Appendix A).   

Institute for a Sustainable Maryland 

Gerrit Knapp from the Center for Smart Growth gave a presentation on the Institute for a Sustainable 
Maryland (see Appendix B).  

Questions from the Council regarding the presentation: Is there an ideal size of the community?  For 
instance, could College Park be eligible for this program?  Could it expand into other areas near College 
Park like Washington, DC, Virginia and Delaware?  Gerrit said College Park is certainly a community that 
could be an area of focus.  In developing the center, it is possible to structure the work so support may 
be given to communities outside the State, the current focus is on Maryland communities.   



General Updates: 

• UMD ranked #13 in the Sierra Club greenest university listing.
• Office of Sustainability is considering applying for the STARS rating system.  Various factors

determine the certification level an institution receives.  The Office of Sustainability will have
three undergraduate interns working this semester on collecting and analyzing the data. A
decision to apply will be made later in the semester.

• The 2 new energy policy recommendations from the Sustainable Buildings and Energy Sources
Work Group are making their way to the Administrative Council for consideration. These policies
focus on carbon neutral new development and energy reductions in existing buildings.

• The Sustainable Water Use and Watershed Work Group has drafted a report.  It will be
presented to the Sustainability Council at the November 6, 2013 meeting.

• The Education for Sustainability Work Group held its first meeting of the semester.  The
workgroup is creating a list of Sustainability Learning Outcomes that they think all students
should learn by the time they graduate.

• The Office of Sustainability and several other Dept. of Environmental Safety units including
Research Safety and Environmental Affairs are collaborating to develop a “Green Labs” program
to promote safety and sustainability practices in labs.  There are many diverse labs on campus
with different activities.  Significant research must be completed to determine the scope of the
effort and the behaviors that should be focused on.

• The Green Office program, launched in fall 2011 has had great success to date.  This fall,
development of the program was completed with the release of the gold checklist.  There are
currently 150 participating offices.

• UMD is again hosting and managing the Smart and Sustainable Campuses Conference.  Aynsley
Toews informed the Council about this upcoming event taking place March 3rd & 4th at the Hyatt
Regency Baltimore on the Inner Harbor.  The call for proposals is open until October 18th.  This
year’s theme is social sustainability.  The keynote speaker is Frances Moore Lappe, author of
Diet for a Small Planet.

• Mark Stewart provided the Council with an update on the Sustainability Fund.  The application
process is open.  The deadline to apply is Friday, November 1st.  Art Perez chairs the Student
Subcommittee that will make project recommendations to the University Sustainability Council.

• Sally DeLeon provided an update on the university’s greenhouse gases emission report, (now
called the Progress Report) and it is currently being completed.  This year’s report will include
fewer metrics and will be more fact-sheet oriented.  It will be presented at the November 6,
2013 Council meeting.

• Scott Lupin updated the Council on a potential campus recognition event the Office of
Sustainability and Council on the Environment would like to develop for fall 2014.  We would
like to do something to recognize people on campus who have made contributions.

Updates from Carlo Colella: 

• Planning for the Purple Line is continuing.  The state’s efforts are on track.
• Concept plans will be submitted to UMD within the next month for a hotel development on

Route 1.
• A developer has presented a concept for building a mixed use development at the golf course

but a formal proposal has not been submitted to UMD.  President Loh will seek community
input if a proposal is submitted.
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Motion 

Steve Fretter made a motion for the Council to endorse Institute for a Sustainable Maryland proposal, 
however, it was not clear what exactly Gerrit wanted the Council to endorse since some of the programs 
that would become part of the Institute already exist.  Scott Lupin will follow up with Gerrit.   

Next meeting will be Wednesday, November 6th.    

Adjourn:  3:45 pm 
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Maryland’s Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Plan

Achieving a 25% Reduction by 2020

Recommended Longer Term 
Reduction Targets coming in 2015

Appendix A
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Initiatives



Transportation 
Initiatives



Leadership by Example –
Maryland Colleges & Universities

Strategy State of Maryland University of Maryland

Renewable Energy Supply 25% by 2020 28% by 2020 
Reductions from Energy Efficiency 15% by 2015 20% by 2020
Waste Diversion 65% by 2020 75% by 2013
Increase in Transit Ridership 50% by 2020 Eliminate 2,500 

commuter parking 
permits by 2015

Overall Carbon Reduction Goals
• State aims for 25% by 2020 (relative to 2006 baseline)
• UMD aims for 25% by 2015 and 50% by 2020 (relative to 2005 baseline)

















Questions?



Sustainability Council
September 25, 2013

Appendix B



Background

• National Center for Smart Growth Research and 
Education
– Environmental Finance Center
– Transportation Policy Research Group
– Center for Use of Sustainable Practice
– Housing Strategies Group
– Planning and Design Center



Institute for Sustainable Maryland

• Sustainable Maryland Certified
• Sustainability Monitoring and Measurement
• Sustainability Challenge
• Sustainability Leadership Program
• Sustainable Communities Research Cluster
• Active Learning Program



Oregon’s Sustainable City Year Program

• Launched by planning and architecture faculty in 
2010

• Key principle: Active Learning; Partnership with 
local goverments

• University wide engagement
• Extensive national and local publicity
• Copied by several other universities already
• http://sci.uoregon.edu/scy



Exploratory Workshop

• September 16, 2013; Van Munching Hall
• Invitations signed by Brit Kirwan and John Griffin
• 100 Attendees

– UMD students, faculty, administrators, 
– Maryland counties, municipalities, and regional 

governments
– State agencies
– Local and national foundations
– Business leaders 





Activity to date



Participating Campus Units



Example Projects



City of Springfield Projects



UMN Resilient Communities Project



Benefits to local governments



Benefits



Selected Press



Challenges



Non Challenges



For more information see:

http://smartgrowth.umd.edu/ancActionLearning.html
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